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Drili Sergeants Soon “Break
Sick, Lame and Lazy”
Slum Recruits.

SOLDIERS ARE ATHLETES
WHEN FIT FOR FRONT

Kitchener Plan of Making Troopers
Is the “Hammer-Hammer-Ham-
mer System.”

Eperial Correspondence of The Star.
LONDON, October 11.—This is 1he way
that Lord Kitchener makes soldiers:

Hammer 'em’ Hammer 'em! Hammer
*em gome more. Break those that can't
stand . it. Those that Iive through are
fighting men.

Eilght hours a day «ver the roads ecar-
rying full service kit wetimes a test
march of fifty miles, with fifiy pounds
and a rifle gn aching shoulders. Now
and ther & twenty-four-hour waleh to
teach them bow 1o keep awake. Any
mort of weather Nov sort of roads at all,
Smash ‘ewr through mul and bracken
and rain. Feed ‘em and werk ‘em.

They begin us iittle, sreasy-faced, thin-

cheeked. stoup-shouldered  slum men.
They come out thick-chested, big-
muscled, brown, rugged he-devils. But

they are not soldiers yet. Six months in
the training camp is the Kitchener pre-
scription  Them a month or s0 some-
where near the front deing the routine
work of war m:iiking, guarding prisoners
and rallroad lines and bridges. The
knowledge sinks in that somewhere ahea!
better. men are belngz permitted 1o do
thelr fighting for them.
Then one day “Kitel” turns "em looge.
“The very bLest thing for a recrultie in
this stage,” sald one of Kitchener's old
:erxi‘unm, ‘;Ishm lsaee a few other men
roken an¢ loedy. How
bropig ¥ they fight
The blg forge for making scldlers is at
Aldershot. There 104,000 men are hard at
Il every day. One sees them in every
stage of development, from the thin-
shanked factory lad to the erect lLusky
who is almost ready to be sent put to kill.
There are a dozen or so training camps
scattered through the fsland. Half a mil-
llon men—perhaps more—are being ham-
mered Into soldier shape. Not one of
them will take the field before green
grass time. 3

Months to Make a Soldier.

“It takes months to make a soldier,”

him how to march like a soldier and how
to look like a soldier. He must learn
how to think like a soidier.”

8o Kitchener isan't in any hurry about
hiz job. He told the houses of parlia-
ment that his half million new men would
not be ready before spring. France is
putting men in the field with no more
soldierly experience than our militlamen
own. So is Germany.

“We can't put ag many men in the field
as the other nations,” is the army theory.
“So we must put better men in.”
England has 150,000 regulars in the field
in France. They are to be joined by
70,000 Gurkhas and Slkhs. There are
only enough men available in the regular
establishment to patch up the holes that
will be tornm in this line. England’s re-
ltance for the future must “be upon the
volunteers,

What Aldershot Is.

Alderzhot isn't at all what one thinks.
In reality it is woodland and moor and
h#ll and wvalley, muck and sand and
turf. There are 104,000 men being
taught there to be soldiers.

Aldershot town has a permanent pop-
ulation of 20,000, Other villages are
scattered through this wvast barren
tract that makes up Aldershot camp.
There are permanent quarters in
which 22,000 men are sheltered in times
of peace. Now there are great fungi
of white, conical tents growing against
the brown hills. Here a rattle of
drums breaks out. A squad of drum-
mers is being taoght how to handle
the sticks by a frankly pesaimistic
instructor. Now an uncertain fanfare
rips one's ears. It is a trumpeter learn-
ing to “lip™ and “tongue.” Next comes
the crackle of rifle practice.

Companles of “rookies” come march-
ing along the roads. Perhaps two men
out of flve wear the khaki. “The others
are s8till dressed in their civilian
c¢lothes. They are learning how to
keep step. Their poor, thin shoulders
droop. Not one man in a dozen can
keep his chin up.

“In a week,” said the gray old ser-
geant, as his men rested, “they can
keep this up all day. But this is their
firat march.”

Calisthenics in Mud.

It had been raining all day. The
sandy roads were dry enough, but the
turf fields were wet and cold to the
touch. We came to a green fleld, per-
haps half a mile square. Dotted over
it were companies of fifty men, all in
civilian clothes. An hour struck. They
ceased thelr awkward left-foot, right-
foot, and threw themselves on the
soggy ground. The instructors stood
in front of each squad.

“On your backs.’”

They rolled over, and over, and over.
They lifted themselves on one arm and
the other arm and both arms. Be-
tween times the Instructors criticised
them bitterly:

“You—you chap with the long hair
—are you a bloody fool?"

They lald upon their backs in the
wet and waved one leg in the air, and
the other leg in the air, and both legs
in the alr. They rose and howed over
and touched their toes. They went
through every movement that the devil-
ish Ingenuity of drill masters has de-
vised. Between times they stretched
at “Double time" full length and pant-
ed and perapired.

They were trotting about the fleld, a
quarter of a mile trot at a time. When

saye Kftchener. “It isn't enough to teach

structor walked them. When their legs
began to kink up they sat on the
ground- and watched other men—those
in khaki—go through open order move-
ments and company drills. These latter
were advanced students of the art of
man Killing. The neophytes had envy
in their eyes.

Those Who Were Broke.

At the railroad station that night we
saw those who couldn't keep the Kitch-
ener pace. They were little, runtyj
chaps, for the most part with rat eyes.
and narrow shoulders and jaws thati
subtly differed from the ordinary hu-
man jaw. A hig Scotch lance corporal
had them in charge. i

“Sick, lame and lazy,” he diagnosed
them, ruthlessly indifferent to the fact
that his miserable charges heard him.
“From the slums of Glasgie. All they're
fit for is Lo get dronk on Saturday
night and beat a wumman.”

These mieerable little creatures had
been “east” by the authorlties. They
lacked something in body or mind. They
were unfit for the great game and were
unfeignedly glad of it. One man with a
great jaw and a shock of blond hair
stood with his eyes filxed on the wall
during the hour's wait for a delayed
traln and roared in a rough, loud voice
ditty after ditty of the muasic halls,
Others seized each other by the shoul-
ders and shuffled about in queer back-
street dances.

"We get rid of the rotters as fast as
we find 'em,” said the lance corporal.
“They ain't fit to be In the army.,”

Two or three hundred of them are
sent back sume days. Sometimes as
many are returned as are received in
the day's draft. But those that are kept
have the raw materials of soldiers in
them. Many of the new recruits are
men of fine physique and ars obviously
of a superior type. But there is such a
large proportion of an obviously de-
generate type that one retains an-un-
pleasant Impressicn after seelng a green
company stumbling and sweating
along the roads. It is only when one
sees the men who have been at drill
for a month or so—who have been fed
and worked and hammered—that this
impression is corrected.

EMPRESS EUGENIE A NURSE.

Sets Aside Wing of Estate for Use of
Wounded Officers.

Correspondence of the Associated Press.

LONDON, October 15.—Although the
Empress Eugenie is almost eighty-nine
vears old, she {s taking the grea.tergf
Interest in the war, and has set aside
an entire wing of her house at F -
borough Hill for the use of wtour?;:d
officers.

Several injured officers are now re-
cuperating there, and their aged hostess
personally supervises. their care. Her
estate is near the great camp at Alder-
shot, which King George and Queen
Mary frequently wvisit. Practically all
of Empress Eugenie's man servants
have joined the army in France. Never-
theless, she entertaina many of the
distingulshed military men who visit
Aldershot, apologising for her plain
fare, and explaining that her .cooks
have more important work now thap

they couldn't trot any longer the in-

preparing food for an aged empress

and her guests,

MYTHS OF THE WAR
THAT FOOL PEOPLE

Londoners Tell How Kitchener

Runs Things—But
He Isn’t.

FRENCH-JOFFRE DUEL
WAS A MERE QUARREL

Russians  Transperted  Through
England Was Merely Imaginary.
Germans Still in Brussels.

BY HERBERT COREY.

LONDON,  October 6.—There's the
Russian myth and the court-martialed
general myth and the war correspondent
myih and the Kitchener myth

The war is chock full of myths. Very
little of the real truth is being per-
mitted to secp out from any quarter.
Consequently. as people must talk, in-
teresting inventions are accepted as
solemn facts. They may have a back-
bone of reality.

“Kitchener is running this war. He
visits France each week end and out-
lines the strategy for the next seven
days.” " .

All Great Britain believes that.
Doubters find they are not regarded as
clubby companions. Loud skepticism
would probably be rewarded by de-
portation or arrest. England simply
could not comprehend the mental atti-
tude of one who refuses to belleve that
England is running the whole show.

Kltchener does visit France every
week end. He goes to consult with
Gen. French and the other English
leaders. He .also consults with Gen.
Joffre and the French general staff.
There Is no question that a wvaluable
suggestion by Illtchener would be
gladly acted upon. But he doesn't {ssue
any orders to the man who s direot-
ing the movements of 3,000,000 French-
men engaged In repelling an armed in-
truder upon their dearly loved France.

Ever since the war of 1870 the French
general staff has studied the single
problem of how to whip the Germans
in the next war. This war Is being
fought out upon plans the bedplates of
which were lald years ago. Joffre and
his generals have worked out In the
war college plans for the direction of
armies of millions of men engaged in
repelling armies composed of millions
of other men. England's soldiers do
not know anything about war on such
a wholesale plan. They have beem en-
gaged ‘'In fightlng by the regiment in

a bush. Perhaps not one of them has
ever commangded an army of 25,000
men in the fleld.

Myth of French General.

“I know,” said the British-made cor-
respondent of a New York paper, “that
Joffre had one of his generals paraded
in front of bis troops and shot for his
failure to support Gen. French.”

That's one of the war “secrets” that
every one In London knows, but which
the censor would not pase, because it
might give millitary “information”™ to
the enemy. My best information is that
this “secret™ is poppycock. A French
general was court-martlaled because
he resented the fact that a former sub-
ordinzte had been promoted over his
head. He refused to accept orders from
this man. He was severely punished,
but he wasn't shet.

And the general who did not support
Gen. Freneh did so becausge French was
in the wrong place. The English lead-
ers have been employing their small
army tacties in a large army campalgn.
They were out of the line with Joffre's
battle TYront. Consequently, the British
troops were frightfully hammered.
When it became possible for Joffre to
help them out without endangering his
plan of battle he did so.

“Joffre challenged Gen.
duel.”

More moonshine. The two men had a
bitter altercation, I am told, because
of French's misunderstanding his part.
French thought he had been shamefully
abandoned by the Gallic troops.
thought French’s assumption of the
rigkt to run the machine—when there
were 100,000 Englishmen and 2,000,000
French in the fleld—was an imperti-
nence,

So they threshed the misunderstand-
ing out. Since then the English have
taken their rightful, relative place.
There was no duello nonsense on either
side. The French wvalue the HEnglish
support more than ean be expressed in
words. Not only have the English sol-
diers done vallant gervice, but the
nglish navy has spet the seas free
of German -ships. At the outset the
delay in the French mobilization con-
fronted them with an enemy superlor
in numbers. Thanks to the Belgian re-
sistance, leas particularly to the Eng-
lish nid, the German rush was checked.

And the Newspaper Faker.

There are two war correspondent
myths. One begins this way:

“I stood on the battle front today
with Gen. Joffre. ‘Joffre,’ I sald to
him, “if yvou will take my advice -+

“And Joffre said to me: ‘Hank, how
ean I ever repay you for this hint? ™

As a matter of fact, generals today
sit in tents so far away from war that
they can hardly hear the guns. Any
other sort of a general would jam
the motor. The general gets reports
and issues orders for operations ex-
tending along a battle front which
may extend 150 miles. Also, war cor-
respondents keep at a safe distance
from all generals, and from all mem-
bers of the general staff. If they were
found by one of these gentry they
would certainly be arrested. A staff
officer hates a war correspondent only
second to the enemy. Half a dozen
war correspondents ware arrested last
week. As fast as they are located the
key Is turned on them. :
They can't get near the front. Ci-
vilians are not wanted there, espe-
cially nosy ecivillans who might tell
too much truth about bad generalship.
Wasn't it Napoleon who said that “the

French to a

Joffre

best general is the one who makes the
fewest mistakes?” The poor devils of
peasants who are caught between the
lines are sent out if need be. Usually
they go of their own accord. No one
is permitted to enter the battle zone.

Even if he was not interfered with
the correspondent could see hut the
most vulgar fraction of the day's ope-
rations. The modern battle is too
great. His view would be that of a
man trying to see a landscape through
a crack in a paling fence. And, as he
must stay at the rear or be arrested,
he gets his story from wounded men—

who have seen only the enemy im-
mediately in front—and stragglers
who have hidden their clothes under

haystacks _aml retreated at & high rate
of speed Iin garments borrowed from
peasants.

Stories Beneath Contempt.

The atories this war has produced are
as vet beneath contempt. It is per-
haps the greatest war the modern
world lhas cver known, and it is be-
Ing recorded out of the mouths  of
wounded privates and runaways and
injured peasants.

This is the other war correspondent
myth: -

“When I was arrested by the Ger-
mans the g neral commanding ordered
me shot. By the exerclse of superhp-
man courige and Ingenuity I escaped.”

Just pifie. No war. correspondent
has been in any danger of life from the
officers of either army. When he is
caught he may be held under guard for
a time. If he has seen nothing of con-
sequence he is shipped out. His real
danger comes from the ignorant peas-
ants, enraged by the destruction of
their property and the outrages com-
mitted upon their wives and daughters
and the ordered inurder of their
friends. Few peasants can read, and
the papers each correspondent carries
are of little value. If he is arrested
he i8 quite safe. The danger is that
a pltchfork may be thrust into him.

The one war correspondent who was
in even the .slightest danger was a
young man named Jerbeau, who repre-
sented a Chicago paper in Belgium.
He is French by birth and Belgian by
residence and sympathy. Tt is little
wonder that the Germans at first be-
lieved—or said they believed—th=i he
was a 8py. Eventually they put him in
a cell, and will likely keep him there
until the war is over. at any rate, that
is what they promise. He Is largely to
blame for this. It was a foolhardy bit
of business on his part to attempt to
follow the German army, considering
his antecedents,

Russians Didn’t Go to France.

But the Hussian myth was the most
superb one of the war. For weeks al-
most every one Iin England believed
that 240,000 Hussian soldiers had been
secretly brought here from Archangel,
transported through England in trains
by night and landed upon French soil.
The publication of this story was for-
bidden here by a totally unintelligent
censorship, which, likewise, declified to
deny its truth. By and by people be-
gan to belleve it in earnest. At first
one only met those who had met some
one else who had seen the Russians.
Eventually one began to meet people
who had seen the Russiang themselves,

“Two hundred trains passed through
Stoke - on - Pittsbury-Weed last night.
The blinds were pulled down in every
car. 1 heard men inside talking Rus-
sian. The station master told me in
confidence—" L

That is just a sample of the yarns

that were given completé credence by
the more credulous portion of the pub-
lic. By and by the Russians wefe re-
ported from Ostend. One newspaper
actually defled the censor and printed
the story of their arrival there—240,000
of them, all wearing sheepskin caftans
and other things the names of which
vou find in books, There was no basis
at all for the story. But when the
truth is rigidly kept out of the papers
untruth is certain to find a hearing.

Brussels Is Being Evacuated.

Now, Brussels fsn't evacusated at the
time this stery is being written. Sto-
ries came Into London nmewspaper of-
fices stating that Brussels was being
evacuated by the Germans. Other sto-
ries came in, den) ag this statement
The first set was printed. The second
was denied the right of publication.
The theory upon which military censor-
ship is conducted iz that the publica-
tion of all matter which might afford

valuable information to the enemy is
forbiddes. One deduces, therefore, that

| the Kritish censor hoped to foel the
: German

into believing that he really
had evacuated Brussels, even though
the evidence of his eyes ran to the con-
irary. This isn't at all a far-fetched
conclusion. a7

When Brussels was first captured by
the Germans the papers wished to print
the story. But for two days this privi-
lege was forbidden. Indignant jour-
nalists hammered at the Jﬂ‘eﬂ burean
doors. ‘They were blandly Informed
that the story must not be mads. public,
because it was military information
that should not be allowed to reach the
German ears.  Obvlously, the British
colonels who make up the board of cen-
sors thought that If they Kkept thelr
mouths resolutely closed the Germans
would not be able to ftind out what
town It was they had captured.

It seems rather a shame that the pub-
lic should be fed upon the airy non-
sense Wwhich alone seems acceptable to
the censors, and that the story of this
greal war should not be fitly teold by
cotemporary historlans, rather than
in the dry bones of bureaucratic re-
ports. But it seems that there will be
no change.

ENGLAND ENCOURAGES
MARRIGE OF RECRUTS

War Brides Cheered as They Ac-
cept Iron Wedding Rings In-
stead of Gold Ones.

Correspoudence of the Amsoclated Press.
LONDON, October 3.—Aroused by the
positive steps taken by Germany ani
Austria to protect themsalves against a
falling birth rate and the telling. death
rate incidental to the war, England is
now encouraging the marriage of re-
cruits soon to go on foreign service.® -
At the sugegestion of the Archbishop of
Canterbury the diocesan bishops of - the
Church of England have made marked
decreases in the fees ch'a.rzed soldlera for

marriage licenses and clergymen through-
out the islapd are waiving Lheir personal
fees.

In Germany and Austria fees for mar-
rlages were waived entirely where sol-
diers and sailors were unable to pay, ani
in many cities clergymen married th-
warriors and their sweethearts in Inrgs
companies where the hasty departure of
troops made it lmpossible for separale
ceremonies to be held.

Grld wedding rings were done away
with and iron rings substituted for the
ceremony. Then the married women whn
already had gold wedding rings offerel
them  as .contributions to the war fund
and replaced them with rings similar to
those worn by the war brides.

Cheer War Brides.

German officials frapk!y discussed the

necessity for the marriage of soldiers
and urged immediate cerenonies wpon
young women as a patriotic Jduty. The
war brides were clheered with mmch en-

thusiasm and the churches were crowded
when the inrge wedding parties spoke the
ceremony in concert =

Although the number of wamen In Eng-
land far exceeds that of men, the volun-
teer army is comparatively small here
and most of the recruils are not trainel
sojdiers immediately available for forsign
service. Consequently, there i3 pot the
preesing demand for immediate marriages
here that existed on the continent. Still,
the government realizes the terrible drain
the war will make on the virile manhood
of Great Britain and iz quletly encour=-

recruits to marry.

The Archbishop of Canterbury is en-
deavoring to have the government waive
(the stamp fee of $2.50 which it Imposes
on each marrlage certificute and diocesan
bishops have reduced the marriage license
fee to $2.50 in the case of soldliers and
sallors of limited meanz Formerly it
cost $10 to procure a marriage license
properly stamped by the government.
The cost I8 now $5 and the Archbishop
of Canterbury hopes to have it lowered
1o $2.50 through the withdrmwal of the
stamp tax of the government. Clergy-
men now walve their personal fee in the
case of soldlers.

German officials presented to tlie young
women of the empire the siight chance
they would have for mutrimony a'ter the
departure of thelr soldier sweethearts and
called attention to the pension paid to
war widows for the support of thems-
selves and their children.

New 500,000 Army.

Nearly half a million recruils are quare
tered In camps scattered throughout Eng-
land. Thiz nes army of Kitchener's
probably will not be sent to the continert
for at least six montks unless some un-
expected calamity arises. All the men in
the army who have not had previous mil-
ftary experience are less than thirty-five
and a majority of them are unmarried.

Many weddings are occuiting dally at
the various camps and new recruits and
thelr sweethearts are often much dis-
tressed to find that under the English
law one of the parties toa marriage must
have resided In the parish in which they
are married for at east fifteen days. The
Archbishop of Canterbury has suggested
that this obstacle be removed by statute.

The majority of Japanese publicists
who -advocate emigruation do so Dbe-
cause they desire the extension of Jap-
apese influence, not because it benefits

e emigrant.



